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LICENCES ACT 

AN ACT RELATING TO LICENCES1 

Commencement [31st December 1917] 

1 Short title and application 
This Act may be cited as the Licences Act and shall apply to all places where the 
Kaupule is either not empowered to make, or has not made, provision for the 
licensing of any of the professions, trades, callings or acts specified in Schedules 1 
and 2. 

2 Interpretation 
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires — 

 “insurance company” does not mean or include life assurance company; 

“trading” includes the doing of any act with a view to or for the purpose of 
gain or profit other than recruiting. 

3 Licences, fees, exemptions and transfers 
(1) Every person following or exercising any of the professions, trades or callings 

or doing any of the acts specified in Schedules 1 and 2, whether in 
conjunction with any other profession, trade or calling or act so specified or 
otherwise, shall take out a licence and pay a licence fee at the rate set forth in 
the area of authority of each Kaupule in which any such profession, trade or 
calling is carried on or where any such act is carried out: 

Provided that the Minister may exempt from the payment in whole or in part 
of any fee or fees prescribed by this Act any person or persons or class of 
persons, and similarly at any time may withdraw or revoke any or all such 
exemption or exemptions, and may authorise the refund in whole or in part to  



Section 4  CAP. 26.24   Licences Act

 

 

2008 Revised Edition Page 6 
 

 

any person or persons or class of persons of the amount of any fee or fees paid 
under the provisions of this Act, but in no case shall refund be allowed unless 
the application therefor shall have been made during the currency of the 
period covered by the licence in respect of which a refund is applied for. 

(2) The Minister may, on cause being shown to his satisfaction, direct the transfer 
of any licence under Schedule 2 from any one person to any other person on 
payment of a fee of $2: 

Provided that such transfer shall not involve a change of place or building and 
shall be subject to any law or regulation that may at the time be in force for 
the specific regulation of the trade or calling on account of which a transfer is 
sought. 

(3) The Minister may by order amend Schedule 1 or 2. 

4 Issue of licences 
The licences specified in the Schedules shall be issued by the licensing officer who 
shall be the executive officer for the area of authority of the Kaupule to which he is 
appointed. 

5 Duration of licences 
(1) Licences issued under this Act shall be issued for half-yearly or 

yearly periods. 

(2) A yearly licence shall expire on the 31st day of December of the year in 
which it is issued, and a half-yearly licence shall expire on the 30th day of 
June or 31st day of December whichever day follows next after the date 
of issue. 

(3) The fee for a half-yearly licence shall be half the fee for a yearly licence plus 
10 per centum of such half fee. 

(4) A Falekaupule may by resolution reduce the fees specified in the Schedules 
but such reduced fees shall only have effect in respect of licences issued for 
the area of authority of that Falekaupule. 

Provided that such amended fees shall only come into effect as and when the 
Minister by notice approves such resolution and that notice is published at the 
office of the council. 

6 Licences personal 
(1) Every license issued under this Act in respect of any profession, trade, calling 

or act specified in Schedule 1, shall enable the person named in such licence 
to follow or exercise the said profession, trade or calling or to do said act in 
any part of Tuvalu to which this Act applies.  
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Licences to be in respect of stated premises, etc. 

(2) Every licence issued under this Act in respect of  any profession, trade, calling 
or act specified in Schedule 2 shall state the premises or building in respect of 
which the said licence has been issued, and shall be valid only for the 
premises indicated therein, and no such licence shall allow the person or firm 
named therein to follow, exercise or do in or upon any premises or building, 
save those or that described as aforesaid, the profession, trade, calling or act 
specified in the licence. 

7 Auctioneer’s licence 
(1) An auctioneer’s licence shall entitle the licensee to sell real and personal 

property by public auction and shall include a commission agent’s licence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, an auctioneer may sell by public 
auction wines, spirits and beers or firearms, ammunition and explosives — 
(a) when the auction is held by direction of the Minister or of the court; 
(b) on the occasion of the sale of the personal effects of any person such 

wines, spirits, beers, firearms, ammunition or explosives being the 
private property of the owner of such personal effects: 
Provided that in such last mentioned case the auctioneer shall first 
obtain from the Minister a written permit which shall specify 
particularly — 
(i) the name of the owner of such wines, spirits, beers, firearms, 

ammunition or explosives; 
(ii) the quantity and kind to be sold; 
(iii) the premises on which the sale is to take place: 

And provided further that before such permit is granted the auctioneer shall 
make a statutory declaration that to the best of his knowledge and belief such 
wines, spirits, beers, firearms, ammunition or explosives are the private 
property of the person whose personal effects are about to be sold. 

8 Commission agent’s licence 
A commission agent’s licence shall entitle the licensee to dispose of real or personal 
estate or of goods in bulk on commission only and otherwise than by public auction, 
and to act as forwarding or receiving agent on commission only, but shall not entitle 
the licensee to act as agent for any insurance company. 

9 Hawker’s licence 
A hawker’s licence shall entitle the licensee to sell in any quantity all goods or 
articles in respect of which specific licences are not issued, except that it shall not 
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permit the licensee to sell goods in any store or building occupied either 
permanently or temporarily by the licensee but only in a boat or cart or from a 
basket, pack or container carried by the licensee, or carried by hand: 

Provided that a hawker’s licence shall not be necessary under this Act for the 
hawking by a native of native curios or articles of native food or produce made, 
grown or produced in Tuvalu: 

And provided further that nothing herein contained shall entitle any person to hawk 
any birds whether alive or dead other than poultry. 

10 Store licence 
A store licence shall entitle the licensee to sell on premises specified in the licence 
goods in any quantity but shall not permit the hawking of such goods. 

11 Limitation of privileges under licence 
No licence issued under this Act in respect of any profession, trade, calling or act 
shall entitle the holder to follow, exercise or do any other profession, trade, calling 
or act in respect of which the issue of specific licences is provided for under this 
Act. 

12 Licences subject to any law for specific regulation of profession, etc. 
The provisions of this Act shall be additional to the provisions of any other law 
which may be in force upon the coming into operation of this Act, or may thereafter 
come into force, for the specific regulation or control of any profession, trade, 
calling or act in respect of which any licence is hereunder required to be taken out. 

13 Penalty for breach of Act 
(1) Any person following or exercising any of the professions, trades or callings 

or doing any of the acts specified in the Schedules without a licence granted 
in respect of the following or exercising of such professions, trades or callings 
or the doing of any such acts in the area of authority of the Kaupule where 
such profession, trade or calling was followed or exercised or such act was 
done or otherwise committing a breach of the provisions of this Act, shall on 
conviction forfeit a sum not exceeding twice the amount of the proper licence 
fee for one year, and in default of payment may be imprisoned for 3 months: 

Provided that no conviction under this section shall be recorded against any 
person who, having held a licence which expired on the 30th day of June or 
the 31st day of December, shall have renewed such licence on or before the 
last day of the next immediately succeeding month. 
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(2) Upon any conviction the court may, in addition to any penalty or other 
punishment which it may inflict, order the convicted party to pay into court 
such a sum, not exceeding the proper licence fee for one year payable in 
respect of the profession, trade or calling on account of which the conviction 
was obtained, as it may think the public revenue should have received from 
the convicted party in respect of unpaid licence fees, and in default of 
payment of such sum within such time (if any) as may be specified in the 
order such convicted party shall be liable to be imprisoned for 3 months. 

14 Accused must prove licence 
In any prosecution under this Act charging any person with following or exercising 
any profession, trade or calling, or doing any act without a licence, the charge shall 
be held to be proved if it is shown to the satisfaction of the court that the accused did 
actually follow or exercise the said profession, trade or calling or do the said act, 
unless he can produce his licence in court or can show to the satisfaction of the court 
that such licence was duly taken out. 

15 Powers of police and revenue officers 
(1) Any police officer or revenue officer may at all reasonable times — 

(i) demand the production of any licence or certificate of 
registration for inspection; 

(ii) make any inquiries that he thinks fit to ascertain whether any 
breach of the provisions of this Act has been committed; 

(iii) on the authority of a search warrant issued by a justice of the 
peace, enter into or upon any premises, building or vessel where 
or in connection with which he has reason to believe that any 
profession, trade or calling is being followed or exercised, or any 
act is being done, in respect of which a licence is required to be 
taken out, and search any such premises, building or vessel, and 
demand the production of and inspect, and take copies of or 
extracts from, any books or documents relating thereto. 

(2) If any person obstructs or impedes any police officer or revenue officer in the 
execution of his duty or refuses to answer any question reasonably put to him 
by, or makes any false statement to, any police officer or revenue officer, or 
refuses or fails without lawful excuse to produce any book, document or 
licence which he is duly required to produce, he shall be liable to a penalty of 
$20. 
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16 Assisting, etc., commission of offence 
If any person assists in, or procures the commission of, any offence against the 
provisions of this Act, he shall be liable to be dealt with in the same manner as a 
principal offender. 

17 Disposal of fees, fines and penalties 
(1) All licence fees due and payable under this Act within the area of authority of 

a Kaupule shall be paid to and form part of the revenues of that Kaupule. 

(2) All fines and penalties collected or paid under this Act shall be paid into the 
Consolidated Fund. 

18 Forms 
All licences, certificates, returns and other documents of like nature to be issued or 
furnished under this Act shall be in such form as the Minister may prescribe. 

19 Regulations 
The Minister may make regulations generally for the better carrying out of the 
objects and purposes of this Act. 
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SCHEDULE 12 

NON-TRANSFERABLE LICENCES 

(Section 3) 

 Annual fee 

$ 

Auctioneer 20 

Bicycle Owner 1.50 

Commercial fisherman 20 

Commission Agent 20 

Hairdresser 2 

Hawker 30 

Insurance agent or company 30 

Keeping entertainment premises (not required for traditional 
entertainment) 

20 

Music or band hire 20 

SCHEDULE 23 

(Section 3) 

TRANSFERABLE LICENCE 

 Annual fee 

$ 

Bakery 10 

Boarding house 30 

Bus operator 30 

Commercial confectionary and tobacconist 5 

Commercial industry 100 
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Commercial piggery 20 

Commercial poultry farm 20 

Entertainment promoter (not required for traditional 
entertainment) 

25 

Hotel 50 

Keeping a shop or store 100 

Keeping scales commercially 3 

Providing refreshment commercially (teashop, milkbar, 
snackbar, café, restaurant, selling icecream or ice-blocks) 

15 

Vehicle hire (including taxis and trailers) 20 

 

1. The fee for any activity in Schedule 1 and 2 is the maximum that may be imposed. 

2. Any such fee may be reduced for the area of a Kaupule (section 5(4). 

3. Any person, persons or class of persons may be exempted from the payment in 
whole or in part of any such fee (proviso to s. 3(1)). 

The exemption may be made by the Minister in response to representations from 
Kaupules or any other person as to which person or persons should be exempted. 
As examples, payment might be partially exempted on grounds of old age, or on 
the grounds that a business was mainly a family concern. 
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ENDNOTES 

                                                           
11990 Revised Edition, Cap. 56 - Acts 15 of 1917, 4 of 1920, 6 of 1926, 1 of 1927, 7 of 1927, 3 of 

1936, 1 of 1939, 8 of 1939, 4 of 1945, 1 of 1949 (Cap. 57 of 1952), 2 of 1952, 6 of 1957, 8 of 
1957, 2 of 1960, 2 of 1961, 6 of 1964, 14 of 1964, 8 of 1968, 2 of 1969, 8 of 1971, 9 of 1971, 3 
of 1972 (Cap. 56 of 1973), L.N. 16/74, 14 of 1974, L.N.42/75, 5 of 1982, Pt II 

 Amended by LN 4/1992 
2 Amended by LN 4/1992 
3 Amended by LN 4/1992 


	1 Short title and application
	2 Interpretation
	3 Licences, fees, exemptions and transfers
	4 Issue of licences
	5 Duration of licences
	6 Licences personal
	7 Auctioneer’s licence
	8 Commission agent’s licence
	9 Hawker’s licence
	10 Store licence
	11 Limitation of privileges under licence
	12 Licences subject to any law for specific regulation of pr
	13 Penalty for breach of Act
	14 Accused must prove licence
	15 Powers of police and revenue officers
	16 Assisting, etc., commission of offence
	17 Disposal of fees, fines and penalties
	18 Forms
	19 Regulations


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [515.906 728.504]
>> setpagedevice


